Frome Riverside Market Yard Masterplan Design Brief 
Commission and Submission Requirements 

What the successful bidder will be required to prepare 
The successful practice will be appointed to undertake a focused visioning and concept design exercise for the Market Yard toilets and Library Apron, within the context of the wider Riverside Vision. 
 
Working with Frome Town Council and key stakeholders, the successful bidder will be expected to: 
 
· Review the existing Riverside Vision work, consultation and relevant site information. 
· Visit and assess the site, including the Market Yard toilet block, Library Apron, Loop de Loop frontage and route to Westway Footbridge. 
· Meet with Council officers and relevant stakeholders to understand the opportunities, constraints and aspirations for the site. 
· Develop concept options for the Market Yard toilet building, including improved public toilet provision, designing out anti-social behaviour, screening and opportunities to incorporate a retail unit etc. 
· Develop complementary public realm proposals for the Library Apron and its connection to the river and Westway Footbridge. 
· Consider how the scheme could be delivered in phases, with the toilets and immediate interventions forming the first phase while ensuring these do not compromise the longer-term vision. 
· Provide concept drawings, plans and visualisations sufficient to communicate the proposals to councillors, stakeholders and the wider community. 
· Provide an outline assessment of deliverability, indicative costs and recommended next steps. 
 
We would anticipate the work commencing in September 2026, with initial concepts ideally presented to the Council during October 2026 and the final vision and recommendations completed by November 2026. Bidders are invited to propose a detailed programme as part of their submission.  
 
What your bid should contain 
 
Please provide a concise proposal setting out: 
 
· Your approach – how you would undertake the commission, including engagement, site analysis, concept development and presentation of options. 
· Your team – who would lead and work on the project, their roles and relevant expertise. 
· Relevant experience – examples of similar projects, particularly public realm, civic spaces, public conveniences, town centre regeneration, designing out anti-social behaviour or mixed-use/community schemes. 
· Examples of previous work – ideally including images or links demonstrating the quality and character of your design work. 
· Programme – how you would deliver the work within the anticipated September–November timeframe, including key milestones. 
· Fee proposal – a clear breakdown of your professional fees. 
 
We are particularly interested in practices that can combine creative architectural thinking with a strong understanding of placemaking, public realm, accessibility, community use and designing out anti-social behaviour. 
 
Submission deadline 
 
Proposals should be submitted to jllewellyn@ frometowncouncil.gov.uk by September the 9th at  9 am.  
Shortlisted practices may be invited to a short discussion with the Council during the second week of September, with appointment anticipated shortly afterwards. 
 
How we will decide 
 
Submissions will be assessed on the following criteria: 
	Criteria 
	Weighting 

	Understanding of the brief and proposed approach 
	30% 

	Relevant experience and quality of previous work 
	25% 

	Skills and experience of the proposed team 
	15% 

	Programme and ability to deliver 
	10% 

	Fee and overall value for money 
	20% 


 
Frome Town Council will not necessarily appoint the lowest-cost submission. We will select the practice that we consider offers the best combination of design quality, relevant experience, understanding of the place, deliverability and value for money. 
Shortlisted bidders may be invited to discuss their proposal with a small Council panel before a final appointment is made.

