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1) WHERE ARE WE NOW?

a) Introduction

Name: The Showfield (sometimes known as The Old Showfield or the Cheese Showfield)
Report written: Robert Holden

Previous Plan: 2022

Dates: written November 2025 / approved November 2025 / To review November 2027
Consultation: Public engagement in park Summer 2024

Why produce the plan / what it will achieve

b)  Site Description
i) Name: The Showfield

ii) Location: 32 km from the centre of town to the NE of Frome
iii) Size: 6.75ha
iv)  Geology:

Mostly Forest Marble Formation - Mudstone. Sedimentary bedrock formed between 168.3
and 166.1 million years ago during the Jurassic period.

Also by the Collegians football pitch Cornbrash Formation - Limestone. Sedimentary
bedrock formed between 168.3 and 163.5 million years ago during the Jurassic period.

Source: British Geological Survey
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https://geologyviewer.bgs.ac.uk/?_ga=2.120915464.1448169328.1748533274-136661441.1748533274
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V) Soil: Shallow lime-rich soil over limestone. Source: Soilscape

vi)  Topography: Site is largely on slight slope running from higher area in the South
and East (89m above sea level) down to lower levels in the North and West (81m
above sea level). Source: England Topographic Map

d) Site Features:

To consider site features and visitor feedback on these features the site has been zoned as
per map below.

Before Zone 1 - Car Park (not owned/managed by FTC)

Zone 1 - Lime avenue. Steep slope near houses. Site for concessions when larger events
are run
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https://www.landis.org.uk/soilscapes/
https://en-gb.topographic-map.com/map-kb57/England/?center=51.22672%2C-2.32295&zoom=17&popup=51.22652%2C-2.32768
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Zone 2 - Large open space on slope up from Cricket Club to Collegians with one feature
tree. Closest area to car park offering high amenity value

Zone 3 - Flat and well drained Collegian football pitch

e aa S

Zone 5 - Small corner near medical practice (Not FTC land)

Zone 6 - Large play area renewed in 2023
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Zone 8 - Land drain (Not FTC land)

Zone 9 - Community Orchard
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Zone 11 - Open field to far west

Sitewide access

e C(ircular tarmac track running around site

e Principal access point from car park but also from either side of Frome Medical
Practice, next to Selwood Academy, and several access points from the Stonebridge
estate (to the play area and the field at the west)

e) Ecology

Species list
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f) Archaeology

No records on the Somerset Historic Environment Records (link) and no archaeological
findings in the English Heritage Extensive Urban Survey: Archaeological assessment of
Frome (Clare Gathercole,2003 - link)

g) Tenancies and control of space

FTC owns and manages the front fields. There is a lease to the Collegains (until 2105,
WS60075) for the football pitch. The far two fields (blossom circle and last field) are on a
long term from g9 year lease (starting in 2015) to FTC from the Frome and District
Agricultural Society. The adjoining car park an cricket pitch are not owned or managed by
FTC.

There is a thin strip of land just to the left of the
avenue approach to the Collegians (in Zone 2) that
has a right of access.
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https://www.somersetheritage.org.uk/
https://www.somersetheritage.org.uk/downloads/eus/Somerset_EUS_Frome.pdf
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h) Main uses

At nearly 7 ha (15 acres) in size the Showfield is Frome’s largest open green space. It is
used by many who simply enjoy being in a wide, open green space set within Frome,
particularly by local residents. There is a substantial free car park at the entrance, which is
not owned or managed by the council, but which provides excellent public access.

Across the site there is a tarmac route all the way around the perimeter which is used by
parkrun each Saturday morning regularly attracting over 200 people.

The Collegians football club at the top of the site and next to the car park, and just outside
of FTC’s area of operation, is the long-established Frome Cricket club.

There is an outdoor gym often used by adults in the evenings, a large and very popular
children’s play area that caters for younger and older children that was refurbished in
2023, a community orchard planted with the help of Frome’s refugees and the blossom
circle, a peaceful surfaced walking area with seating set up in the first of the further fields
in c. 2020.

Two large schools (Frome College and Selwoord Academy) adjoin or are nearby and the
Frome Medical Centre and Community hospital are close neighbours.

The site is set within the large Stonebridge estate on the North East of Frome so there are
many people making though journeys on foot or on bike. There are toilet facilities and a
community café at the Medical Centre.

Many families and young people visit the site for the open access (picnics and ball / frisbee
games) and the play area. The extensive open grass areas with a good quality surfaced path
network is very popular for dog walkers and runners.
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The wide-open space with very good access makes for an ideal venue for community events
and the site is regularly used from smaller circuses to the townwide popular bonfire night
drone show attracting numbers up to five figures.

The field is also known locally as the Cheese Field - a reminder that it used to be the site of
the town’s annual Cheese Show

In summary, the main uses could be summarised as:

e Walking / dog walking

e Visiting the play area or outdoor gym

e Through route to school/medical centre or local neighbourhood - on foot / bike
e Attending the Collegians or Cricket club

e Parkrun / running at other time

e Outdoor community events

i) Who uses the Showfield?

An assessment of who use the site can be made from the observations of visitors to
Showfield conducted over 3 visits in 2022.

The visits were spread over the morning, afternoon and early evening. A total of 131
people were counted. This found a very similar split between male and female overall.
With adults outnumbered children 3 to 1. Through anecdotal observations adults visiting
are mostly dog walkers and runners and those using the fitness equipment (especially in
the evenings) with parkrun attracting a noticeably diverse range of visitors. Spectators to
the cricket club and the Collegians visit in larger numbers for specific matches. Among the
younger visitors there were more boys than girls.

The break down was as follows:

Total numbers were split:

Male 56%
Female 44%
Adult 74%
Child/Young Person 26%
Adults were split

Male 54%
Female 46%

Child/ Young person split
16+ 56%
Under 16 44%
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Young People:
Male 67%
Female 33%

Children were split
Boys 79%
Girls 21%

This assessment was made before the Play Area was refreshed specifically with an aim to
encourage inclusivity and it would be interesting to repeat a usage survey now to track any
changes.

) Satisfaction levels and visitor feedback

The 2024 visitor survey received feedback from over 400 people with a gender split
identified as 60% women and 40% men. It found a very clear positive sentiment towards
the Showfield - only 4% of respondents were negative. Most people expressed an
appreciation for the open green space, its flexibility of use, and its value for walking dogs,
relaxation, and community enjoyment. The sentiment breakdown was:

e Positive - 60 %
e Neutral-36 %
o Negative -4 %

Specifically people value:

o Open green space and nature: People value having a large, flexible, natural area in
town.

o Dog walking and exercise: Regularly cited as one of the best uses of the site.

e Peaceful atmosphere: Several describe it as a calm, accessible place to unwind and
meet others.

o Community benefit: Recognised as a shared, inclusive space for all ages.
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Figure 1 - Word cloud of visitor feedback
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Potential improvements people recommended included:

o (Grass maintenance: Requests to keep one field regularly mown for easier dog
walking and play.

o Lighting and safety: A few want better lighting for dog walkers after dark.

o Drainage/mud issues: Some note that it becomes muddy in bad weather.

o Facilities: Occasional suggestions for amenities such as benches or allotments.

Figure 2 - Word Cloud of possible improvements
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Some themes could be identified for the different zones

Zone 1 - Possible visitor interest through art, or runner
warm up area. Possible planting for wildlife. A welcome and
site orientation notice at the entrance

Zones 2 and 4 - Keep open for amenity by regular grass
cutting, which has now been adopted. Possible extra ; ;
benches especially those that are easily accessible from the path Seatmg around the tree.
Cycle racks in zone 4.

Zones 6 - The feedback for the Play Area was overwhelmingly heartwarming and positive.
Residents love spending time here, it is vastly improved with it now being a destination for
people across the town. Improve drainage

Zone 7 - The outdoor gym is open and much overlooked, potential for adding a low-level
screen such as a hedge

Zone 9 - Potential for increasing visitor appeal by enhancing and adding features and
making dog free through fencing. Improve drainage

Zone 10 - Improve drainage. Hardstanding for benches by the path. Heritage oaks could be
planted in the four corners

Zone 11 - Possibility for improving interest for dog walkers with dog agility. This option
was reviewed but the not considered further due to potential impact for local residents

Figure 3 - Drone show held in November 2023 by Celestial

k) Cultural /aesthetic value

As Frome’s largest green open space with
good access the site is well known, used
and valued for enabling outdoor activities
within easy reach of town. Many have
memories of attending popular townwide
events on site such as when it hosted the
Cheese show or more recently as the venue
for the 2023 Bonfire Drone event.

1) Stakeholders
e Frome and District Agricultural Society
e Police
e Collegians
e Frome Cricket Club
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e Frome Medical Practice

¢ Frome Community Hospital
e Selwood Academy

e Frome College

e Local residents

m) Site access and barriers for inclusivity

Site has good access for arriving at the site, most notably a large car park, though also
multiple access routes direct from Stonebridge Drive and Berkley Road. The site has a
tarmac footpath all the way around the perimeter and the lower section is level and flat.
There are no facilities on site though there is a community café in the nearby medical
centre accessed directly by a surfaced footpath as well as publicly accessible toilets and the
adjacent Community Hospital is part of the townwide project offering us of toilet facilities.
There are benches in multiple locations throughout the site and more are planned including
some directly adjacent to the surfaced paths.

FTC asks that all users respect each other though the paths are not wide enough to
accommodate pedestrians and cyclists therefore there can be issues if cyclists act without
due consideration.

Presently there is no information on arrival to explain about site facilities and orientation.
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n) Site history and any issues of management arising

The Old Cheese Show was originally held in the town centre in an area behind the present-
day Cheese and Grain building that included the Singers Field. It had started in the mid-19™
century in response to the growing number of dairy cows in the area and the high price that
cheese commanded and calls from landlords such as Lord Bath. By 1861 the show was
already so popular, it drew crowds of around 3,000 people!

By 1864 it was called the Annual Exhibition of Frome Agricultural Society and had
diversified to include livestock, cows, bulls, sheep, horse and pigs, as well as roots and

poultry. There were even awards to servants for various farm duties

The show grew to be very popular and led to the formation of the Frome Market Company
in 1875. This company eventually built the building that is now the Cheese and Grain.

It moved to the Old Showfield site in about 1920.
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For many years, the Cheese Show carried such clout that all schools and factories in the
town would shut their doors for Wednesday show day. This would always be followed by
Frome Carnival on the Saturday, giving the town a fantastically festive week.

The site adjacent to the Old Showfield was sold in 2006 to allow the Frome Medical
Practice to be built. The Cheese Showfield had been leased to Mendip District Council and
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was sold to Frome Town Council in 2014 for £125,000. The show itself moved to West
Woodlands.

0) Summary of known issues

The surface layer of the ground has a high clay consistency. Combined with the slope this
has resulted in drainage issues and a degree of localised waterlogging. This has been
particularly pronounced around the area at the bottom of the play area. This is possibly
impacted by drainage interventions to the Collegians football pitch and Selwood College’s
3G pitch which is directly above this location. Over time, the drainage ditches along the top
of the field and following the slopes have silted up exacerbating the problem.

Due to its popularity there are a wide variety of users of the park. This popularity mostly
does not cause issues as the majority of visitors are thoughtful about other user groups but
higher visitor numbers can occasionally bring challenges such as over excited dogs or fast
cyclists. The only dog free area in the site for any seeking a calmer visit is in the children’s
play area.

Enhancing biodiversity across the council’s sites is an important priority in the context of
the council having declared a nature emergency. Given its size as the largest site that the
council manages the Showfield has an important role to play helping nature to recover.
Consequently the grass management regime has been adapted to increase its wildlife
value: the field grass is mostly left long which is very important for insects and the
ecosystem with small mammals, birds, bats this supports.

However it is important to also recognise that the site’s popularity means has very high
amenity value. To reflect this some areas are maintained for short grass to enable picnics
and ball games. To manage these competing approaches some areas of grass have been
designated as amenity zones where the grass is cut on a regular basis.

There are no street lights other than near the play area and some users find the darkness of
the unlit open spaces intimidating.
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2) WHERE DO WE WANT TO GET TO?

a. Vision

To care for Frome's largest open space to enhance the amenity value
for the many different user groups who visit.

To promote visitor enjoyment while also safeguarding the site’s
important wildlife value.

b. SWOT assessment

STRENGTHS WEAK?_!)'E§§E§
(+) ‘
Largest open space Lighting
Well used and valued Drainage
Wide range of offer Conflict betw

Amenity and wildlife user groups
value

OPPORTUNITIES THREATS
{1} (-)

* Improve drainage * Over use leading
* Create separate user to mud
group features » Wet ground
prevents visits
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Aims

Our aims, guided by our vision and visitor feedback, and mindful of our SWOT analysis, are

to:

d.

Create spaces that allow some separation between user groups, especially those
with vs without dogs. Enable the community orchard to be an appealing dog-free
destination

Improve ground drainage above the play area/orchard, down the slope and away to
the land drain

Following the success of the Play Area refresh review options for improving still
further the amenity value such as a junior park run

Continue to manage key areas as zones of high amenity value with short grass

Objectives

Our short-term objectives (by April 2026) for achieving the above aims are to:

Install a welcome board at the site entrance

Improve drainage below Collegians/Selwood and down slope to land drain

Grass cutting regime for short grass in zones 4 and 6

Install low level hedge around outdoor gym

Add interest to the community orchard and create and calm dog free feature with
fencing and possible hedge planting

Install benches in zones 4, 6 and 11, especially near the path

Our medium-term objectives (by April 2027):

3)

Review lighting in the wider site

Continue to assess options for enhancing the wildlife value while enabling high
amenity value

Seating around the tree in zone 2

Hard standing for benches in the blossom circle - zone 10

HOW WILL WE GET THERE?

a. Work/action plans and finances: The above objectives are considered as part of the
annual planning process and go towards producing a costed Work Programme for the

Open Spaces. This is reviewed annually and agreed at Council in January each year. The

latest work programme and finances for all departments within the Council, including

Open Spaces, can be found here.
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b. Work Programme: The above objectives, with funding allocated from the Work
Programme, are turned into actionable weekly and seasonal tasks and projects through
ongoing review with the ranger team

c. Shortfalls: There is sufficient finances for the works planned in the coming
financial year

4) HOW WE KNOW WE’VE ARRIVED

a) Monitor and review:
i) Review frequency

e Vision: Rarely
e Aims and objective: Annually
e Work action plans: Seasonally and Weekly

ii) Review Team

The Management Plan for Mary Baily is reviewed by the Environment Manager with the
Communities and Engagement Team, the Communications Team, key councillors and
Rangers with public input on major updates.
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