What are the aims of the Safer School Streets project?

The Frome Safer School Streets scheme aims to make conditions safer for walking and
cycling to and from four of Frome's schools: Trinity First School, Oakfield Academy,
Avanti Park School and Critchill School. The Frome scheme has been collaboratively
designed by Sustrans and the local community, in partnership with Frome Town Council
and Somerset County Council. The intention is to implement the scheme for a trial period
of 18 months, to monitor its effectiveness in reducing traffic, improving safety and
increasing levels of active travel on the school run.

Active travel (walking, cycling, wheeling) has a huge number of benefits, including
positive environmental, financial, health and wellbeing impacts. The School Streets
scheme is an opportunity to make the streets safer to walk and cycle to school, reducing
traffic volumes by encouraging a modal shift towards active travel.

When are the roads closed, and who will still be allowed through?

A timed road closure will operate from the junction of Nunney and Oakfield Road along
Oakfield Road to the Royal Oak pub and down to the bottom of Critch Hill (including
Whitemill Lane). The closure will operate between the hours of 8.10am to gam and
2.45pm to 3.30pm. A list of the exemptions to closures is below.

A separate timed road closure will operate on Park Road between the hours of 8.25am to
8.55amand 3pm to 3.30pm at Avanti Park School.

The ETRO (Experimental Traffic Regulation Order) for the Safer School Streets trial
details the following, limited exemptions to the road closures:

e blue badge holders

e parents/guardians of pupils with EHC plans

e school staff

e access to residential properties within the restricted zone

e healthcare workers

o users of Harry’s Hydrotherapy Pool

e school and public transport

e emergency services

e postal services

o utilities

e highway maintenance

e street cleansing and waste collection

e access to care for livestock
What highway changes are involved?
Measures associated with the Safer School Streets trial include planters and ‘street
trees’ to act as traffic-calming measures, thermoplastic patterns on the carriageway
outside the schools, and signage alerting people to the timed restrictions. Some
permanent improvements to the National Cycle Network route 24 on Somerset and

Oakfield Road will be delivered alongside the temporary measures- this includes
upgrades to junctions and crossing points.



Additional double yellow lines and informal pedestrian/cycle crossings in buff-coloured
tarmac will be added at various points in the zones.

An extension to the existing 2omph zone will also be introduced across the area.

View the map of the 2omph zone

When will this start?
The trial started on 22" April 2024

Will there be need/evidence-based permits for entry to the time restricted zones
of the School Streets?

The ETRO (Experimental Traffic Regulation Order) for the Safer School Streets trial
details the following, limited exemptions to the road closures:

blue badge holders

parents/guardians of pupils with EHC plans
school staff

access to residential properties within the restricted zone
healthcare workers

users of Harry’s Hydrotherapy Pool

school and public transport

emergency services

postal services

utilities

highway maintenance

street cleansing and waste collection
access to care for livestock.



How will therestricted streets be enforced, in terms of access, parking and
speed? Will police or parking attendants be more present?
The restrictions will be enforced through an Experimental Traffic Regulation Order

(ETRO). This means that it will be enforceable by law. Local parking services and police
will assist with enforcement. We will be taking an 'as necessary' approach to
enforcement, which can be updated during the trial, depending on how well the scheme is
complied with, and how well safety and travel behaviour improves overall.

Won't this just displace traffic?

Evidence from other School Streets schemes around the UK suggests that rather than
displacing traffic, the number of people walking and cycling typically increases, asitis
viewed safer to do so. This leaves more space for those who have no choice but to use
their cars, to park safely a short distance from the closure zone. Safety for walking and
cycling was a key concern raised by parents and residents at every stage of
engagement.

The benefit of this project being a pilot is that it gives chances to understand the real
impacts of what works and what doesn't once changes are in place. Since this is an
‘experimental’ trial, there will also be some scope to adjust things as the pilot
progresses. For additional information, research and evidence on this topic, there are
a number of resources on the School Streets website.

Why are there no controlled crossings in the plans?

A typical zebra crossing in Somerset costs around £50-£70k to install. The Safer School
Streets zones incorporate informal crossings, to allow far more crossing points along with
other changes to improve the street environment for everyone.

However, as a result of working on the project and the feedback received during the co -
design process, Sustrans have secured funding to design a zebra crossing onThe Butts at
the bottom of Somerset Road.

How will the trial be evaluated?

Frome Town Council will work with the schools and Somerset Council to monitor and
evaluate the effectiveness of the scheme over the 18-month trial period. We will use
surveys and traffic monitoring to understand whether the scheme has led to the desired
increase in walking and cycling to school, and reduction in road traffic on the surrounding
roads. Air pollution monitors will gauge the improvement in air quality over the course of
the scheme. We will conduct surveys to understand whether public experience is
improved by the scheme over time. An online platform, Commonplace, will be used to
allow anyone to provide feedback. Reviews will be taken at six and 12 months.

How will vehicles from Nunney access Frome during the timed closures?
There are currently two primary vehicle routes between Nunney and Frome, one is via
Frome Road/Critch Hill (which will have a timed restriction during the trial) and the other



is via Marston Road/The Butts using the bypass. During the closure periods traffic in both
directions will be asked to use the bypass.

What is a Quiet Way?

In addition to the School Streets trial, Sustrans has secured £250k to make Quiet Way
improvements to Somerset and Oakfield Roads, as these form part of the National Cycle
Network (NCN) route 24. The Quiet Way complements the School Streets scheme by
providing further traffic-calming measures including a median strip to visually narrow the
road, raised footways across the Nunney Rd/Oakfield Rd junction, and safer crossing
points.

Speeding and the lack of safe crossings for the walk to school is a problem
way beyond this area. Can other key streets used toreach the schools be made
safer, too?

The budget of this scheme is funded to focus on the areas immediately surrounding

these schools. However, Frome Town Council has created a Local Walking and Cycling
Infrastructure Plan with Somerset Council, which will cover a network of routes and
will be used to attract investment for much-needed improvements across the town.

Learning from the school streets pilot will help to build the case for further improvements
and funding applications in the future.

Are there opportunities for further School Streets in Frome?

Somerset Council is also looking to roll out school streets schemes in other areas of
the county, soin the future itis possible that further funding may be secured to
trial more school streets elsewhere in Frome



