Agenda item 6

For information - Update on Planning consultations and responses
Author: Jane Llewellyn, Planning and Development Manager

Summary

The purpose of this update is to ensure that Cllrs who are not on the Planning Advisory
Group are aware of the more significant planning applications that have been
considered. The report sets out the responses sent on those applications since the
beginning of August. Since August, we have been consulted on and responded to 106
applications, ranging from works to trees to new housing developments.

If required, it can be a regular update to the Town Matters Committee.

1. Reference No: 2019/1671
Location: Land North and South of Sandys Hill Lane Frome

Description: Application for outline planning permission (all matters are reserved apart from
access and the main distributor road) comprising a mixed-use development at land North &
South of Sandys Hill Lane, Frome.

Applicants: Silverwood (Ditcheat) Ltd, B Parker, P Ham, ] Ham and D Ham
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Outline planning permission is sought for a mixed-use development of up to 250 dwellings and
4.5ha employment, following the demolition of the existing farm buildings, on land North &
South of Sandy's Hill Lane, Frome.

FTC response:

Frome Town Council has no objection to this application. However, we would like to highlight
the following comments/issues raised by Clirs and others attending the meeting:

1  Thereisaneed to ensure that the impact on Marks & Spencer and Lidl has been properly
assessed in the retail impact assessment

1  Theretail assessment makes no comparison with the retail zones in Trowbridge which is

more closely linked to Frome than the other towns in the assessment

There needs to be a mechanism in place to ensure that the employment land is delivered

Any reserved matters application needs to include measures for sustainable

development and clearly identify footpath and cycle links to the surrounding areas

1 Concern raised about the capacity of the roundabouts approaching Sainsburys, a second

access would be preferred

The application is premature in advance of the Local Plan Part 2 being adopted

The quantum of development is not in line with Policy FR2 - “up to 200 dwellings”
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Current status of application - Awaiting decision, amended plans submitted

2. Reference No: 2019/0416
Location: Land Off Cuckoo Lane Frome BA11 2NT

Description: Outline planning application (with all matters except access to be reserved) for a
cider production facility and a farm shop, cafe and community room. Amended description,
plans and supporting information (Revised Proposal Planning Statement; Transport
Statement; Flood Risk Assessment; and Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment) received
26/06/19

Applicant: Mr Chris Lilley
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FTC response: Objection

The meeting on 18 July was attended by 30 people who took part in the discussion, including
representatives from Selwood Parish Council.

Whilst we welcome the removal of the dwellings and sheep barn, and the lowering of the
cidery building, we still have the following concerns.

We appreciate that this application is outline and will only determine access at this stage.
However, the applicants have clearly indicated the size of building they would like on the
layout plans. We believe that a building of this size will have a significant impact on the
surrounding landscape which lies along Frome Valley with views across to the Orchardleigh
Estate, and the scale of the development would not be appropriate in this location which
would be contrary to Core Policy 4 (4.3).

The supporting documents state that the impact of the development can be mitigated through
the use of landscaping and screening, and that the trees will take approximately 20 years to
reach a suitable height of 12 -20m (page 8 of the design & access statement). This is not an
acceptable timeframe. Therefore, if this application is approved, we would like to see some
height and size parameters set by the Planning Authority and conditioned on any outline
consent. We would welcome the opportunity to discuss this further.

There is still concern about the overall traffic impact and highway safety, including the current
high speed of vehicles along Cuckoo Lane. There is not enough detail provided about the
amount of HGV movements and residents have advised that there are certain points along
Cuckoo Lane where it is already impossible for HGVs to pass one another.

There will be an impact from additional HGVs on the flow of the traffic when entering and
leaving the site and associated noise impacts, in line with the EPO’s comments we want to see
the arrival and departure of HGVs restricted. There is a need to ensure that any access is safe
for both vehicles and pedestrians crossing the road at the points where the public footpaths
exit the site onto Cuckoo Lane. If the Highways authority supports the transport assessment
and confirms that the access is acceptable, we expect to see a more robust travel plan in place
that goes further than the current proposals that supports sustainable travel and includes
visitors, staff and suppliers.

Residents are understandably concerned about the additional noise that will be generated by
the development, whilst noise generated from within the factory can be mitigated, we want to
ensure that any noise generated outside of the buildings such as vehicle movements are
carefully considered and controlled as part of any reserved matters application.

The red line on the revised plan still includes the areas where the two dwellings and sheep
barn were proposed. The red line should be amended to include only the cidery and café
buildings to avoid any confusion.

Whilst provision is made for cycle parking, no cycle routes are provided through the site.
Concern was also raised about light pollution and the impact this would have on the ecology of
the site and the surrounding areas.



Current status of application: Awaiting decision (scheduled to go to MDC Planning Board but
withdrawn from agenda)

3. Reference No: 2019/0209
Location: Caxton Road Frome

Description: Application for approval of reserved matters following outline approval
2015/1392/0TS for the erection of 158 Dwellings and a 447m2 Neighbourhood Centre, along
with associated open space and infrastructure. Matters of appearance, landscaping, layout
and scale to be determined (Revised planning layout to include secondary emergency access -
plans received 2 September



