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Principles



An Historic Global 
Culture Shift is underway to harness the 

power of business to help 
address society’s greatest 
challenges and to build a more 
inclusive economy. 



“The B Corp movement is one of the most 
important of our lifetime, built on the simple fact 
that business impacts and serves more than just 
shareholders – it has an equal responsibility to the 
community and to the planet.  

Patagonia has been a 40-year experiment in what 
it means to be a responsible company, and 
becoming a B Corp has ensured that our 
experiment will keep pushing forward.” Rose Marcario, Patagonia CEO

Leadership
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When companies and investors adopt legal 
structures that expand fiduciary duty, like the 

benefit corporation, system change is possible.



B Lab’s integrated approach to systems change 
makes an alternative viable and scalable.

Start
Develop market
infrastructure

Step 2 
Create tools  
to make it easy  
for millions of other 
businesses to follow

Step 3
Inspire billions of consumers, 
workers,  investors and others 
to support businesses  
who are a force for good 

Step 1 

Build a community  
of thousands of credible 
leaders -- B Corps

End
Shared & Durable 
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Systemic Impact 

When all businesses behave like B Corps, all stakeholders in the ecosystem  
will have better choices and better outcomes 

• New products to meet demand 
• Credible impact data

Investors

• More solutions at scale 
• Fewer negative externalities

Policy Makers

• Innovative economic development 
• Improved quality of life 

Communities

• Concrete examples, frameworks, and experiences 
• Vast, credible data for research 

Educators

• Higher quality jobs 
• Meaningful work 

Workers

• Better choices at retail 
• Higher impact, lower risk supply chains

Customers

• Lower carbon, waste, water, toxins 
• Fewer resources consumed to make products 

Environment



Through its network of global partner organizations, B 
Lab is uniquely positioned to accelerate this culture 
shift and to make it meaningful and lasting. 

















Process





The B Impact Assessment is a free confidential online tool to measure and manage a company’s 
social and environmental impact.

Walks through a series of questions to help learn what it takes to build a 
better business - better for workers, community, and the environment

Compares answers to thousands of other businesses to see how a business 
stacks up

Creates a customised improvement plan linking to free best practice guides 
to help implement







Who Can Certify?
• For-Profit Companies of Any Size 

• Any Industry / Geography  

• Customized assessment based on industry, size, geography 

• Any Legal Structure (sole proprietors, LLC’s, Corporations, etc.) 

• Companies over 1 year old – special Pending B Corp program for start-ups



What does it cost?
• B Corps pay an annual fee depending on their annual sales revenue 
• All fees in the UK are subject to VAT 
• The fee structure can be seen at - http://bcorporation.uk/become-a-b-corp/how-to-

become-a-b-corp/make-it-official-uk 
• For smaller companies the annual fees are currently: 

http://bcorporation.uk/become-a-b-corp/how-to-become-a-b-corp/make-it-official-uk
http://bcorporation.uk/become-a-b-corp/how-to-become-a-b-corp/make-it-official-uk
http://bcorporation.uk/become-a-b-corp/how-to-become-a-b-corp/make-it-official-uk


Why Certify?
1. Maintain Mission 
2. Differentiate from Pretenders 
3. Benchmark and Improve Performance 
4. Attract and Engage Talent 
5. Collaborate with Peers 
6. Save Money and Access Services 
7. Generate press 
8. Raise Capital 



B Corp & Frome Town 
Council 



Opportunities
Frome Town Council Hub* 

• Support local business to measure and improve their impact 

• Create a community of local impact-focused business 

• Further enhance the reputation of Frome as a place for ‘good business’ 

• Customising options available in partnership with B Lab UK as with Local First  & Be the 

Best for NYC 

* This can be done without businesses needing to become Certified B Corps 

 

http://bimpactassessment.net/localfirst
http://bestfor.nyc/
http://bestfor.nyc/






As we inspire all businesses to be like B Corps,  
we unleash the latent power of markets to create a more  

shared and durable prosperity for all.  

We… 

reduce inequality,  

alleviate poverty,  

restore a healthier environment,  

build stronger communities,  

and create more high quality jobs with dignity and purpose. 

Join us! 
#bthechange


