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Quadripartite Frome 2015
A big thank you to all those who worked so hard to make this such a success - the committee, hosts, students and new friends who helped in many ways, as well as some town councillors and staff, and even those non-hosts who created opportunities to catch up with visiting friends during the weekend.  We have had good feedback from home and abroad.  A report by our Chairman, Alan Glover, is attached, plus a report on the Student Programme by Justin Worringham, Vice-chairman.
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         Ewa, Armin & Marie                               Kate & Ewa                                             French students
Note:  It has been suggested to us that, if participants do not wish to keep their badges as souvenirs, we could collect them for further use. Anyone who decides to do this could hand them in to any committee member, or bring them along in October (see below).
Get-together, 3 October
We are planning a social get-together and supper for all those interested, at 7.00pm at Beckington Village Hall.  Everyone is welcome to come along and share photos and news of the events of the weekend, whether they were involved or not.  We are hoping to put together a CD of shared photos, which we can copy for those hosts interested (by request), with our compliments, as a thank you.  If you have photos that you would like to be shown on the day, please email them to Alan Glover at atg1949@hotmail.com beforehand.  Further details to follow. 
Thematic Networking Project

Please see over for details of the events that make up this project, which is open to all those interested. Travelling by coach to Murrhardt is an option, to reduce costs.  Anyone who is interested in taking part in Murrhardt or Frome, please contact Damon Hooton on damonhooton@yahoo.co.uk or 07850 681163 by 25 August to go to Murrhardt & 30 September for offer of help with the Frome event. Frome
Quadripartite Murrhardt 2016
The next quadripartite will be in Murrhardt, 21-24 July, which will also celebrate the 50th Anniversary of their twinning with Château-Gontier.  A date for your diaries.
Lunch in the Garden, 26 July
As those who expressed an interest have been informed, this event has unfortunately been cancelled. because Malcolm had another engagement crop up.  We will hope to arrange something similar next year.

Paperweights
There are still a few paperweights available to be made up with your own choice of picture/photo.  Contact Pat Oatley, 01373 463985 or patriciako@talktalk.net
Chairman: Alan Glover, 87 Selwood Road, Frome, BA11 3BP : tel 01373 454576
Secretary: Pat Boyd, 103 Leys Lane, Frome, BA11 2JS : tel 01373 474878

www.frometwinning.co.uk
Thematic Networking Project:

This is a unique two year EU funded project between the Quadripartite towns, with a different theme for each town.   The funding report was submitted following a meeting in Murrhardt in October 2013, at which our then Chairman, Damon Hooton, represented Frome.  The bid was submitted and the success of that bid was advised to us early in 2014, there was then a further meeting in Murrhardt, again attended by Damon at which the final details of the programme were put into place.  The theme of the programme is "Think European, act Locally"

During this time also, a bid was made to Frome Town Council to underwrite half of the EU funding, as half the funding was granted up front, but the other half is to come on completion of the project.  This was agreed and Frome Town Council who then formally came on board as a partner in the Thematic Networking project.

Each project must have at least 280 attendees, of which 90 must be from overseas partners, preferably 30 from each town.  At the conclusion of each event, and also at the end of the two year project, a report will be prepared for submission to EU, which will be evaluated to see if the project was a success, and whether this type of project could be run in the future.

Each partner town chose its own subject and the dates that the events would take place.  Below are brief details of each event.

Chateau Gontier, 9-12 April 2015. 
"Building a sustainable community whilst being aware of environmental challenges". Several people from Frome Town Council and Frome Twinning Association attended this event and reported back that it was an interesting and informative event, with good ideas passed between the four towns, plus a chance to walk around the town, and pick up good ideas to use in Frome which will happen and not just on the subject of the conference!  Also in other areas such as sport, traffic management and urban design.

Murrhardt, 8-11 October 2015.  
"Citizens living and working within the EU."  This is aimed at producing a working framework by which employers, employees, apprentices etc can work within their own towns, as well as within EU, with the opportunity for partnerships between employers etc in the four towns working with each other to achieve this.  There will also be trips to visit local companies and the Mercedes and Porche factories in Stuttgart, and hopefully a trip to the Stuttgart Festival as well.
Note:  We are looking for people interested in attending this event.  Could those interested please contact Damon Hooton on damonhooton@yahoo.co.uk or 07850 681163
Frome, 4-7 March 2016.  
"Alternative Energy".  This event is being organised and run by Pippa Goldfinger and Anna Francis with support from other organisations.  All are welcome to attend, further details of the actual programme of events for this conference will be issued much nearer the time, but all are welcome to attend.
We are looking for people to possibly host overseas guests who wish to attend this conference, and it would be appreciated if you would help us out.  Unlike Quadripartite events, those who host will be given a small allowance to offset their costs, exact details to be given when we know how many hosts we have.  We would prefer to use this method rather than hotels for several reasons, it's more friendly and, to be perfectly honest, cheaper for FTA as the budget for the event is limited.  Please pass on your names to the committee if you would be willing to help us out.

Rabka Zdroj, 15-19 September 2015. 
 "Sports, Leisure and free time - how do we manage it and could it be done better".   Details of the exact programme for this will be distributed early in 2016 when we have more details from Rabka, but again those who would wish to travel to Poland, please let the committee know and we'll add you to the list.

These events are open to everyone, not just FTA members, so if you know anybody who may like to attend one or more of the events then please ask them to contact Damon, details are below.

Damon Hooton

Tel: 07850 681163, Email: damonhooton@yahoo.co.uk
Please reply by 25 August to go to Murrhardt and
30 September for offers of help with the Frome event in 2016

